
The Governor’s Mansion 

In 1988 when my friend Keigm Crook was piloting the plane for the governor of New 
Mexico, Garry Caruthers, he learned that the governor’s mansion was being slated for an update.  
The legislature had rejected a bill to build a new mansion, but instead authorized extensive 
renovations to the existing mansion.  Interesting to note that the mansion was new back in the 
time when our friend, Karen Marchman, wife of business partner Herb Marchman, was living in 
the governor’s mansion with her family.  She is the daughter of former governor John 
Burroughs.i 

Keigm suggested to the governor that his friend, E.C. Shaeffer, might be interested in 
assisting in the renovation project.  I was later contacted by Gene Law, project director, and I 
offered my services in ornamental painting.   

Working with Gene Law was a pleasure because he was very capable of executing a 
well-thought out plan for design and decorating which focused on the colonial aspects of New 
Mexico history.  This is thoroughly discussed in the book and the magazine article which follow. 
Delays occurred and when the time came to actually do the stenciling I was in a wheelchair 
following a hiking accident during the summer of 1990.  However, I was determined to 
accomplish what I had set out to do and I recruited volunteer labor to help me paint the stencils 
which I had already designed and cut. 

The text of the calligraphy which hangs in 
the adjoining room reads:  “The Governor’s 
Mansion – The designs on the beams of the 
dining room ceiling are adaptations of 
motifs adorning the palace of San Lorenzo 
del Escorial near Madrid, in Spain.  There 
in 1609, King Phillip III signed the papers 
authorizing an outpost to be established at 
Santa Fe.  Each design has been 
individually hand painted with the use of 
stencils designed [and cut] by E.C. 
Shaeffer.  The artists:  Virginia 
McReynolds, Jill Mulhair, Sally Bird and 
Erin Shaeffer.  Also assisting were Chelsea 
Slaughter, Sonja Bird & Stacie Bird.  1990” 
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The project went well.  We finished in less than a week and later the beams were glazed with a 
wash that brought up the colors and lightened the whole aspect. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      Erin Shaeffer 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Note the NM in the center ring:  
New Mexico – later to be gold leafed 

 
 

Below:  The finished room 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The gift mentioned was the 12 x 14 photo on the previous page. 

 
 

 
 
 On the following are scans of the pages of the book Our Governors’ Mansions by Cathy 
Keating.  Discovered by serendipity at Neiman Marcus of Dallas, the book was a surprise gift 
from Marietta and Keith Kelt, our neighbors in Clovis. 
   After the book pages we will look at the article in the New Mexico Magazine published 
in April 1993. 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
i I actually knew Mrs. Burroughs before we ever met Karen and Herb Marchman.  I had written something that was 
published locally, she had read it and called me to come and visit her.  I did.  She was living in Portales at that time.  
It was a delightful visit and I was always grateful I got to meet her.  


